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SEPTEMBER 2019 

Issue 9 

Editorial 

Welcome to the September 

2019 issue of Update        

produced quarterly by The 

Lochgair Association (SCIO).  

We welcome your contribu-

tions and continued interest 

in supporting this           

newsletter.  If you have any 

photos or feature articles, or 

dates for the diary, please 

pass them on to any Board 

member. 

 

 

THE NEXT ISSUE OF UPDATE 

WILL BE PUBLISHED IN TIME 

FOR CHRISTMAS 

 

 

 

LOCHGAIR HALL—CAN IT BE REPAIRED AND MADE FIT FOR PURPOSE? 

 
      

 

 

 

 

Following discussion at our AGM (see article in the June issue of Update entitled — 

Do we need a new hall?’) The Board of The Association has continued to look into 

options to ensure that a village hall (or equivalent facility) can continue to be     

available to Lochgair, and will be an asset that is seen to be well used and to meet 

agreed needs of the village. 

The first piece of news is that some work has been done in clarifying whether the 

hall is repairable and able to be modified in its interior layout to make it more ‘Fit for 

Purpose’ than currently. 

Informal guidance has been given by an expert giving us the good news that instead 

of it being a six figure sum to achieve this, that a mid five figure number would be a 

feasible target for fundraising. 

This is of course a huge amount of money to achieve!  But there may be a means of 

getting significant financial support for instance towards the purchase of the church 

land and the funds required to refurbish the building.  

Central to this fundraising programme will be the results of the consultation proc-

ess (see page 2 ) which we hope you will all support.  Suffice to say the hall has been 

less well used recently than it has been in the past and to convince funders to sup-

port our efforts the Association will have to show enthusiastic support from resi-

dents of the village. 

TURN TO PAGE 2 TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT THE 

WORK THAT THE ASSOCIATION IS TAKING FORWARD ON YOUR 

BEHALF…….. 
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WHY DO YOU THINK WE NEED A VILLAGE HALL? - TELL US BY COMPLETING OUR ON-LINE SURVEY 

 
We are inviting everyone in the village, whether members or not, to take a few moments to help us understand what 

benefits folk in Lochgair feel the current hall provides for the village.  We would also like to understand how you feel 

the village might benefit further if the hall were to be refurbished or replaced. 

In order to collect your views the Board of The Lochgair Association (SCIO) has created an on-line survey. The link 

to the survey is https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SQG6V72 .  Hard copies will also be made available to those 

who    prefer this format.  The survey is designed to ensure that all responses are anonymous.   

By completing this survey you will help to inform decisions on what action should be taken regarding the village hall 

(or alternative activity space) and in addition your responses will provide the evidence required to  support any 

applications for grant funding. 

We look forward to receiving a good response to this survey and will leave it open for a month to the end of October 

to give you plenty of time to complete it on-line or to hand in a hard copy of your response to the survey to a   

member of the Board.   

LOCHGAIR AND THE ASSOCIATION NOW HAS ITS OWN WEBSITE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Website includes information about the village, the Association, Things to Do, Activities & Groups, History,    

Environment and Forthcoming Events.  Coming soon, we plan to include a members area featuring a membership 

form, online subscription, local phone directory and a forum.  We also plan to expand and add to the pages currently 

featured. 

Thanks to contributors Andy Craven, Marion Lacey, Robert Lacey, Douglas Murray, Michael Reid and Rob Wraite. 

If you have any comments, suggestions or would like to contribute to the website, please get in touch via the web-

site.    Check it out at www.lochgair.org 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SQG6V72
http://www.lochgair.org
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SATURDAY 3RD AUGUST— PICNIC LUNCH at the BARGE RAMP, ARDCASTLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THURSDAY 29TH AUGUST—LOCHAIR AMBLERS EXPLORE THE LEACAINN WALK  

We started at Furnace, with a coffee break at Auchindrain Township Museum, and returned to Furnace along the 

forestry road providing scenic views of Loch Fyne, and glimpses of historic remains such as the old gunpowder 

works. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM SOCIAL ACTIVITIES OVER THE SUMMER 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM OTHER SOCIAL ACTIVITIES OVER THE SUMMER 

 
The Gardening Group by Margaret Gray 

 

In August we were invited to look round some of our members gardens in Lochgair and it was amazing to see the 

diversity of plants and lovely gardens in our small village. 

Our visit to Douglas and Carol’s garden showed just how productive a small garden could be. 

 Step into the greenhouse and you enter a lush green jungle which is dripping with ripening fruit and vegetables 

such as grapes, tomatoes, cucumbers, courgettes and squashes.  We were all amazed and some of us went home 

with a mini cucumber to enjoy. 
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Deirdre Bruce, a member of Argyll Fyne Art Group, 

encouraged visitors at the Open Day to have a go 

and to develop their artistic skills by joining the 

group which meets alternate Wednesdays in Minard 

Village Hall from 10 am to 4 pm.  All abilities are 

welcome and welcome to drop in or to find out more 

about the sessions by phoning Ann on 01546 

886680. 



Issue 9 Page 6 The Lochgair Association Update 

FROM THE BENCH  by Michael Reid 

(JUNE TO AUGUST 2019) 

 

If the rain goose flies to the loch, it’s going to rain.  If it flies to the sea it will be fine. 

 

Summer brought a notable increase in visitors to Lochgair with a corresponding increase in the variety of entries 

in the log book and drawings in the sketchpad – we’ve had to provide another pad! 

Most notable was the profusion of wild flowers along the sides of the path and in the fields and meadows alongside.   

These added ever-changing interest and colour to regular walks.  Although many of the plants might be regarded by 

gardeners as weeds, many of them have traditional herbal, medicinal or culinary uses. 

In roughly chronological order, species noted include: Common Scurvygrass, Wild Angelica, Common Hogweed, 

Hemlock water Dropwort, Flag Iris, Columbine, Forget-me-not, Ragged Robin, Tormentil, Nettle, Bramble, Bird's-foot 

Trefoil, Dock, Thrift, Buttercups, Daisies, Pignut, Common Sorrel, Horsetail, Marsh Cinquefoil, Meadowsweet,      

Comfrey, Valerian, Ladies Mantle, Red Clover, Cleavers, Orpine, Heath Spotted Orchid, Silverweed, Bluebell, Ox-eye 

Daisy, Wild Strawberry, Rock Stonecrop, Honeysuckle, Foxglove, Pink Purslane, Tutsan, Marsh Marigold, Welsh 

Poppy, Lesser Celandine, Cuckoo Flower, Greater Stitchwort, Rosebay Willowherb, Ground Elder, Primrose, Heath 

Bedstraw, Germander Speedwell, Meadow Vetchling, Butterfly Orchid, Tufted Vetch, Hedgerow Cranesbill, Purple 

Loosestrife, Self-heal, Sea Aster, Spearhead Orache, Bog asphodel, Ragwort, Knapweed and Devil’s-bit Scabious. 

There are sure to have been many more that have not been listed here. 

Birds were notably fewer in number and varieties, with a change from the wintering species to breeding migrants 

along with the residents such as crows, oystercatchers, shags and herons.  Some of the highlights included Black 

Guillemot, Grasshopper warbler, Whitethroat, Red-breasted Merganser, Cuckoo, Canada Geese (up to 24 regularly 

flying overhead or feeding around the small headland between Redhouses and Pointhouse), Long-tailed Tits,      

Common Sandpiper, Common Gulls, Gannets, Red-throated Diver (Rain Goose), Sparrowhawk, Swallows and       

Curlews.  A family group of Mallard ducks were spotted, including two youngsters that were catching and eating 

small fish. 

Otters continued to be seen occasionally, Seals regularly and Roe Deer seems to have been displaced closer to the 

track following the installation of deer fencing around the new woodland. 

It has been a great summer for butterflies, as has been widely reported.  Locally, we have had reports of Painted 

Ladies, Red Admirals, Small Tortoiseshell, Large & Small Whites, Speckled Wood, Peacocks and Scorch Argus.    

Elephant Hawk moths were seen in August, in the forms of both (enormous) caterpillars and adult moths. 

Towards the end of August, the first of the fungi started to appear in the form of Brown Birch Bolete.  More on this 

in the next edition, which will also include details on the range of tree species that can be seen. 
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There have been many charming and accomplished drawings made in the sketchbook.  We are featuring just a few, 

these by Donna (and her dog Ace), Iona & Rhianna and Marion Gray. 

FROM THE BENCH  by Michael Reid (continued) 

 

WILDLIFE CAMERAS 

The wildlife cameras are now up and running and we are learning how best to use them.  We have captured images 

of deer, birds, mice, shrews, moths, etc., but so far no squirrels, otters or pine martens. 

An Instagram account (LochgairWildlife) has been set up to showcase the results from the cameras and other   

interesting wildlife photos from around the area – please follow it if you can.  The website also features a feed from 

the Instagram account. 

If you have any suggestions of good locations to put the cameras, either in public areas or your own garden, please 

get in touch with Robert Lacey or Michael Reid. 



Issue 9 Page 8 The Lochgair Association Update 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

  “R L STEVENSON AND THE APPIN MURDER” - AN ILLUSTRATED TALK BY LORD STEWART  

In LOCHGAIR HALL  

On SATURDAY 26 OCTOBER AT 7.30 PM  

 

The Appin Murder, 1752, was the killing of Colin Campbell of Glenure, dubbed the "Red Fox", while on Hanoverian 

government business in the Jacobite heartland of the Stewarts of Appin. The event is best known through R L Ste-

venson's novel Kidnapped and its sequel Catriona. This illustrated talk explores the literary context and the fac-

tual background.  

You may like to refresh your memory of R L Stevenson’s novels - Kidnapped and Catriona   

 

The speaker is a recently retired High Court judge. He has had a lifelong interest in the works of R L Stevenson. 

He is President of the Stewart Society.  

 

The talk will be one hour long with light refreshments afterwards.  
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DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

 

 

 

 

Lochgair Lunch Club will restart on Friday 18 October in Lochgair Hall —  12.30 for 1.00 o’clock and thereafter on 

the third Friday of each month up until March. 

It helps the volunteer caterers to know numbers in advance so if you are intending to join us please contact Jean 

Smith, who will be coordinating the club this year, on 886 328.  

 

The Christmas Lunch will be on Saturday 14th December and will be a fish 

supper night—further details will be emailed out closer to the night. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU to 
Davina Sully of Ardrishaig, a member of Oban And North 
Argyll Freecycle Group, for her  donation of a box of     
plastic glasses of various sizes - beer, water, and wine —
most of which are brand new and which were bought for a 
wedding  celebration. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

DOG POO 

Whilst it is responsible of dog walkers to pick up and bag 
their dog's poo, it would be even more responsible if they 
remembered to collect the bags on their way home!  Not 
infrequently, bags are left either in the hedge, or on the 
wall of Gair   Cottage. 

Kind regards, Elspeth Wells 


