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Issue 6 

Editorial 

Welcome to the last issue of 

Update in 2018.   

It features some of the     

happenings in Lochgair and 

success stories this autumn; 

plus dates for your diary and 

events to look forward to in 

the New Year. 

Congratulations to Mike Reid 

for winning the mystery 

photo (Issue 5) of a lamp 

standard hidden in foliage -   

taken by Douglas Braidwood 

near his house. Have a go at 

this month’s mystery photo 

on page 5 taken by Michael 

Reid.  

Christmas Decorations Workshop 

On Saturday the 1st of December, and Friday the 7th, the village hall was 

adorned by members of the arts and crafts and gardening groups who came 

together to learn from Maggie Murray some nifty ideas for Christmas     

decorations — wreaths from holly and eucalyptus leaves, angels from card 

and wooden balls, and festive gift bags. 
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THE LONG MEMORIES PROJECT—EXHIBITION TWO                                                                                      

UNANIMOUSLY VOTED A BRILLAINT SUCCESS 

For those who missed the exhibition the following photos will give you a taste of some of the exhibits.   

The trunk Miss Mary Bell carried and the dress she 

wore when she travelled to Western Australia in the 

late 1890s with Lady Watney. 

Donated to exhibition by Fraser Bell 

Authentic copy of Loch Fyne skiff — the Mary Jane. 

Donated to exhibition by Duncan Campbell 
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The visitor from Perth 

Anne Gillie travelled from Perth to tell her story of escaping with her parents from the Mau Mau revolt in Kenya 

against colonial control (1952-1960).  Aged three she arrived in Lochgair in August 1958 to live with her McVicar 

relatives. She lived for a while in the tin house.  She brought with her to the exhibition family photos, and             

information on her family tree and on her ancestors’ connection with Sheep Point (Ardcastle) dating back to 1840  

before the cholera epidemic hit this settlement and folk moved across the loch to Gallanach (now Lochgair).  

 

OVER 4 AFTERNOONS THE EXHIBITION ATTRACTED 200 VISITORS FROM ALL OVER MID ARGYLL  

INCLUDING FAMILY MEMBERS RELATED TO OWNERS OF ASKNISH HOUSE & THE FINDS AT LOCH 

GLASHEN  

Some of the visitors to the exhibition 

The comments in the visitors book said it all — Fascinating,                

comprehensive,  diversity of material….It’s amazing all the       

different people that came from Lochgair…. 

 “A thoroughly professional  exhibition that gives so much insight 

into so many different  aspects of the area.  I’m sure this is just 

the start.” Marian Pallister (Author) 

On the 4th December Inverary Historical Society invited           

representatives from Lochgair to tell them more about the      

project. Members were particularly keen to support the approach 

adopted towards oral history.  

We are now looking for feedback on the next stage of the Long 

Memories Project. What do you think we should do next?  Pass on 

your ideas to folk who were major contributors to the exhibition 

(Duncan Campbell, Fraser Bell, Elspeth Wells, Andy Craven) or 

who volunteered as stewards (Jean Smith, Maggie Murray,     

Rosemary Dargie, Margaret Gray). 
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Great fundraising effort in aid of Macmillan 

In September Jean Smith organised a highly 

successful Coffee morning in aid of  Macmillan.  

The cakes and biscuits donated by members of 

the Lunch Group organising committee and 

other supporters was a great draw.  Congratu-

lations to everyone involved. 

Congratulations to Shona Keith for her starring role 

in the Adventures of Mr. Toad by Mid Argyll Musical 

Society.  This was quite a contrast to her success a 

few weeks  previously in the Royal National Mod 

where she won two second places in solo singing and 

a third with Argyll Choir Atomaig Piseag.  

Shona excels in Musical and Mod 

A FEW LOCHGAIR SUCCESS STORIES OVER THE AUTUMN MONTHS…. 

Successful action by Walk The Paths Working Group 

This ad hoc group through its Walk the Paths Initia-

tive has improved access to the path from Knock 

Steading up the hill towards the forest and then 

down towards the A83 behind Loran House.  Having 

reported the dumping of rubbish near the gate off 

the A83 (old mattresses, tyres and plastic bags) 

the Forestry Commission promptly removed the 

rubbish. We’ve since heard from the Visitor       

Services Manager that they are keen to work with 

Lochgair Association on further upgrades to these 

paths.  
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WHAT IS IT AND WHERE IS IT?   

This is the second of our photographic competitions.  

Have a good look when you’re out for a walk and see if 

you can work out where this photo was taken. 

If you know then email your answer to the Editor: 

rock.solid.res@gmail.com  

MacArthur Green’s Woodland Planting Scheme at Lochgair  
PHOTO COMPETITION 

The company, MacArthur Green, has applied for consent 

for a native woodland planting scheme for some of their 

site at Lochgair. The planting will all be native broad leaf 

trees.  Their aim with the site is to link up existing areas of 

remnant native oak woodland by planting suitable areas 

with a similar species mix. The idea is that this scheme will 

enable MacArthur Green to become carbon negative as a 

business (something very important to David and Kirsty 

MacArthur as owners of an Environmental Consultancy!). 

In terms of timing, they are hoping that the scheme will be 

planted 2019/early 2020 at the latest. Deer fencing will be 

going up before that (early 2019). Once they have more 

certainty on dates they will be in touch with the Community 

Council, and we will also keep members of the Association 

posted on developments. For further information phone 

Kirsty on 0141 342 5404. 

A copy of the plan will be put on display in Lochgair Hall.  If 

you are interested in seeing a copy of the woodland plant-

ing scheme please contact Jean Smith, the Chair of Loch-

gair Association, regarding access to the hall. 

 

Who was the thief? 

You may remember that Members of Lochgair Gardening 

Group reported the theft of a conifer from the planter     

opposite Lochgair Hotel, either on the 21st or 22nd  of Octo-

ber. Some passing traveller on the A83 through Lochgair 

was suspected. However maybe the thief was one of the roe 

deer caught feeding in a garden in Lochgair.  What do you 

think? 



A’Chruach Micro Grants 
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CEILIDH & ILLUSTRATED TALKS 

NOTICEBOARD 

The A’Chruach Fund is provided by Ventient Energy, the 

owner of the A’Chruach Wind Farm. The Fund supports 

community projects benefitting those living in one or 

more of the following community council areas – West 

Loch Fyne, Dunadd and Lochgilphead.  

Fred Bruce, Chair of West Loch Fyne Community Coun-

cil, has asked us to remind readers that the community 

council is always looking out for imaginative ideas for 

improving our community through their Micro-Grants 

scheme funded by A’Chruach.— £250 maximum for 

individuals and £500 for groups.   

For further information or submission of completed 

applications please contact Jan Williams, Treasurer 

West Loch Fyne Community Council, Marden, Lochgair, 

PA31 8SD Tel: 01546 886288 

After the Lunch Club on the 18th January Tom 

Glen will show a short film on the Adventure 

Sailing Trust’s voluntary work. He will also be 

selling various items to aid Trust funds: Art 

prints of ‘Raf’ with a copy letter from Her     

Majesty the Queen (£10); ‘Laugh with Raf’ a small 

book on ‘Glesca kids at Sea’ (£4); and post cards 

of the art print (50 pence).  

The Christmas Buffet in Lochgair Hall on Saturday 15th 

December is fully booked. If you can’t make it please 

tell the organisers asap. The  buffet starts at 6.30 

p.m. Cost £10 (BYOB) 

Farewell services for Rev. Peter Rice 

We  wish to extend our condolences to Peter Rice’s 

wife Fiona and to his daughters Eleanor and Bella on 

the death of Peter on the 10th November. 

He was a well liked, caring, and very active member of 

our community, who as well as acting as vice-chairman 

of the Association, was always in demand as a master 

of ceremonies at village social events. 

 Realising that it might be impossible for former      

parishioners and friends to attend his funeral service 

in Worcestershire on the 29th of November, The   

Scottish Episcopal Diocese of Argyll & the Isles             

organised a prayer vigil in St Mary’s, Glencoe, and a 

Requiem at Christ Church, Lochgilphead, to coincide 

with his funeral service. 

  

We’ve been asked to organise a number of fun events 

in our hall over the winter months. 

First, A Ceilidh in February — We’re hoping that young 

(and not so young) folk from Lochgair, along with 

family and friends will join an evening of dancing,  

musical contributions, accompanied singing,         

recitation of stories and poems etc.  

Second, We’ve been offered a number of illustrated 

talks by: Robert Wrate on mountains of Europe and 

South America; and Angus Stewart on ‘The Appin  

Murder’. Look out for emails and posters advertising 

these events. 


