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Editorial 

Welcome to the last issue of 

Update in 2019, produced by 

The Lochgair Association 

(SCIO). Thank you to Jan   

Williams for printing copies of 

the newsletter for members 

who are not on the Internet or 

without printers.  It might be 

an option in future to print 

hard copies of Update using a          

commercial printer and     

selling it in aid of the         

Association.  So we can get an 

idea of numbers if you're  

interested in this option 

please email the editor on 

rock.solid.res@gmail.com   

We're also very grateful to 

Michael Reid for posting back 

issues of the newsletter on 

our village website 

www.lochgair.org  

LOCHGAIR LIT UP FOR CHRISTMAS 

Folk driving through Lochgair on the A83 will be enjoying the Christmas lights 

adorning the house exteriors and gardens of Lochgair villagers and in particular 

the festive light display erected by Fred & Deirdre Bruce and Jean Smith at the 

entrance to church and hall. 

Also walkers arriving at the bench at Loch Fyne have been delighted by the       

decorated Christmas tree overlooking Loch Fyne.  Big thanks to the Mystery 

Christmas Elf! 

 

 

 
      

 

 

 

 

 

This bumper festive issue features some of the goings on in the village over the 

Autumn — including The Village Hall & Activities Survey & photos of the repair to 

the kitchen  floor (page2) ; Our regular feature From the Bench  (pages4/5); High-

lights from activities over the Autumn (pages6/7); Letters to the Editor (page8/9); 

and lastly events to look forward to in 2020—the first of which will kick off in the 

hall from 4 p.m. onwards on NEW YEAR’S DAY (see page 10) 

mailto:rock.solid.res@gmail.com
http://www.lochgair.org/
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LOCHGAIR RESIDENTS RESPONDED THAT…. 

A village hall is “the social hub of the village” and that it is ”supporting and encouraging an active village life” and “it 

is an excellent place to meet and get to know other people from the village.”  97% of respondents felt that having a 

village hall is important to secure a sense of community spirit. 

We received 41 responses to the recent Village Hall & Activities Survey —  an excellent response from a member-

ship of 51 households.  Of these respondents, 93% felt that the village of Lochgair would be negatively affected if 

there was no longer a hall. This result gives the Association confidence that investigating options for a suitable   

social space should remain on the agenda. 

What was particularly encouraging was the number of examples given for activities that are valued and all the ideas 

put forward for other activities that could take place.  Lots of comments were made about the lunch club and it was 

made clear that it is being made more difficult to deliver by the lack of suitable kitchen facilities. 

Other popular activities were:  Tai Chi, Arts and crafts, Plant sale and coffee morning, Long Memories exhibition, 

Illustrated talks, First aid courses, Bothy Night. 

There were also lots of great suggestions for new activities such as: 

 Festival celebrations (New Year, Easter, Halloween);  

 Bookings for birthday or anniversary parties or other private functions;  

 Coffee mornings 

 Themed nights 

 Hosting small touring theatre events 

 Live music 

 Quiz nights 

 Cinema night 

 Bowls 

 Movement classes; keep fit/yoga 

 Book swap, jumble sales 

 Access point for health and social care services 

Some of these suggestions could potentially be taken forward now but others may require a larger and more     

suitable space. 

Practical suggestions were given for refurbishment, which focussed on the kitchen in the hall not being                  

fit-for-purpose and concern about the floor. Other priorities are the toilets, the poor insulation and expensive  

heating, more comfortable seating, better wheelchair access; and externally, parking facilities and better lighting 

from the lane to the entrance to the hall.   

 Replacement was hinted at by some respondents as it was felt that the current hall is too small for some of the  

activities currently running and prevents future activities — particularly if events are to be extended to attract folk 

from wider afield and in support of income generation. 

It is clear that maintaining some sort of social space is important to the village and the Association will continue to 

investigate options on the best way to provide this, with the intention of bringing a proposal to the AGM on Saturday 

2nd May to be discussed in more detail. 



 

Treating the kitchen wall, which is damp as a result of water      

penetration, will be the focus of the next repair prior to fitting the 

new cooker.  

Anyone wishing to help should leave their name with Jean 

Smith.   
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To the concern of volunteers at the Bothy Night at the end of September part of the kitchen floor was giving way!  

Given that the kitchen is used for the Lunch Club, as well as by other groups such as the Arts and Craft Group, an 

urgent repair was required.  Mick Cuthbert promptly offered to take on these repairs assisted by Robert Lacey. 

Their work over two days was not helped by electricians turning off temporarily the electricity mains because of 

concerns about a switch in the kitchen and some other switches elsewhere! However their prompt action was    

appreciated by hall users. Now this section of the kitchen floor is as good as new.   

                                

  

  { Before 

 

} After  

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks go to Rosemary Dargie for sourcing a brand new replacement to the old rusty cooker, and which was paid 

for by a Windfarm micro-grant approved by the Community Council.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WATCH YOUR STEP — REPAIRS TO FLOOR 
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FROM THE BENCH  by Michael Reid 

(NOVEMBER 2019) 

The season of mists and mellow fruitfulness? 

Autumn brought more changes to the wildlife sighted around the village.  The summer breeding birds have gone, to 

be replaced by migrants passing through on their journeys to winter feeding grounds, followed by the first of the 

over-winter residents. We also saw the last of the flowering plants and the appearance of berries and fungi. 

The fungi are one of the most interesting aspects of autumn, due not least to their colourful and descriptive names.  

Varieties visible around the village included: amethyst deceiver, beechwood sickener, larch bolete, slippery jack, 

and woolly milkcap.  Further afield there were large numbers of chanterelles, hedgehog fungi and a few ceps (AKA 

porcini / penny buns). 

There are a number of bird species which are year-round residents, such as oystercatchers, curlews, herons, 

hooded crows, shags, cormorants, various gulls and small garden birds such as chaffinches, robins, sparrows, 

blackbirds etc.  In September a few of the less frequently species seen were: jays, little grebe (dabchick) and guille-

mot. 

October brought large numbers of geese flying over and / or stopping off to feed.  Other visitors included large 

flocks of redwings and fieldfares feeding on berries, siskins, goldfinches, mergansers, twite, long-tailed tits and a 

mysterious “small bird with black head and chestnut breast” – could it have been a male stonechat ?  

 Perhaps the most exciting sighting was of a white-tailed (sea) eagle, cir-

cling high over the loch on the morning of Sunday 13th of October, being 

harassed by a pair of buzzards or crows. 

November saw a reduction in the number of migrants, until the end of the 

month when the first signs of winter ducks arriving were seen: goldeneye, 

tufted duck and eider, as well as a snipe by the bench and a report of a pos-

sible slavonian grebe at Inveraray Pier. 

Mammals continue to be an occasional sighting, with otter noted about once 

per month, often close to the bench.  Seals also pop up frequently, some-

times indulging in their boy racer antics, sometimes just seeming curious and having a good look at who is on the 

shore.  A few of the houses in the village were visited by pine martens, possibly young ones on the lookout for their 

own territory, or perhaps they were just hungry.  Squirrels have been notably absent, but that is most likely due to 

the bumper crop of acorns and hazels that there has been this year, which they will have been busy harvesting and 

caching to see them through the winter.  The roe deer seem to have been very active between the new woodland 

fencing and the existing fence line along the track, they are probably not too happy about losing so much territory!  

Unusually for the area, a rabbit has been seen frequently around Gallanach. 

We are still looking for suggestions of where to place the wildlife cameras – please get in touch 

with Robert Lacey or Michael Reid if you have any (polite!) suggestions. 
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The colder, wetter weather seems to have hampered the artists 

a bit, with one, possibly abstract expressionist work appearing 

with the title ‘Stupid Rain’.   Another artist left an unfinished 

work, inviting others to complete it as he was away home for 

lunch.  We feature just one picture this time, which I think shows 

what Lily is looking forward to most. 

FROM THE BENCH  by Michael Reid (continued) 

 

WILDLIFE CONTRIBUTIONS SUBMITTED BY JENNIFER SWANSON & BEVERLY CUTHBERT 

RED SQUIRREL WOODPECKER AND ‘PONGO’ THE PINE MARTEN 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM ACTIVITIES OVER THE AUTUMN 

 
FRIDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER  - THE FIRST EVER BOTHY NIGHT IN LOCHGAIR 

“Brilliant night....Lochgair Hall has never looked so good!” - bedecked with garden benches, cushions, low tables and 

candles. The musical input was outstanding—thanks to  Shona Keith, Christopher McCartan, Robert Lacey, Douglas 

Murray, Rob Wrate, Ian Smith, and accompanist guest jazz pianist Justin Low; plus poetry and ceilidh dancing — a 

great medley of fun and laughter!  Tom Clarke ably compered the entertainment and had us in fits as usual with his 

jokes. 

SATURDAY 26TH OCTOBER—R L STEVENSON & THE APPIN MURDER 

This illustrated talk by Lord Angus Stewart attracted an audience which far exceeded the space limits of the hall! 

Despite the cramped seating listeners were delighted by the depth and range of the talk which explored among 

other aspects the fascinating connections between R L Stevenson and other authors of the day, the similarities and 

differences between the fictional and real life heroes (David Balfour & Alan Breck), but we’re still left to conjecture 

on who committed the Appin Murder!    
 

 

 

BORDERS ON THE BENCH 

As well as providing an excellent viewpoint for wildlife on Loch Fyne the bench has also become a favourite photo 

opportunity for our canine friends……..Daisy, Mable and Ruby 

Lochgair’s own website, developed by 

Michael Reid, went live at the end of  

September.  www.lochgair.org  

Contributions are welcomed to include in the 

various sections —Things to do, history,       

environment, and events 

http://www.lochgair.org/
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THURSDAY 28TH NOVEMBER —LOCHAIR AMBLERS ENJOY WALK FROM DUNTRUNE CASTLE TO         

ARDIFAIR FARM  by Margaret Gray 

Photos by 

Beverly 

Cuthbert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This short, but very interesting walk was on a morning of crisp winter sun with stunning views south to Jura along 

the way.  Margaret and Will Rudd showed the ‘Amblers’ a large rock slab pockmarked with cup and ring marks 

which they had excavated last year.  The ‘Amblers’ also visited the garden at Duntrune which was beautifully     

landscaped with many statues and even a temple with pink marble columns!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORK GOES ON COLLECTING MATERIAL FOR THE LONG MEMORIES PROJECT 

Thanks to Alan      

Cunningham for a 

copy of this card. 

We’ve also received 

photos of Lochgair 

provided by the grand 

niece of Mary (nee 

Sinclair) who lived in 

one of the cottages 

which now belongs to 

Wallace Foulds, and 

whose sister Donelda 

lived in the castle.  
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM MICHAEL & KAY 

Michael and Kay would like to wish everyone in the       
village a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New 
Year.  We will not be giving out cards this year as we are 
trying to reduce our impact on the environment. 

D.I.Y. CAFE 

Would Association members consider the following idea starting 9th January 2020  at 10 a.m. ? 

Individuals who live on their own (members or non-members), to meet for a two-hour chat over 

coffee, tea, soft drinks, bringing along their favourite bites.  The owners of cars are required.  This 

would enable a short £1 pound travel to each other's dwellings in rotation when necessary.  

If interested Contact Tom Glen, 07802414840. 

 

 

WOODLAND SCHEME TEAM 

 

Photo of the MacArthur Green team tree 

planting in the summer that might be of      

interest to members (others will be posted on 

the Lochgair website).   

From Kirsty MacArthur 
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PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON ARGYLL AND BUTE PROPOSED LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2  

I think it’s important to be clear about the difference between this and McLeods planning application.   The Local 

Development Plan sets out allocations for potential uses for sites.  These then require a specific planning         

application with a detailed design.  The 26 houses is a potential capacity and is usually an upper limit. It would be 

up to any future applicant to decide how many homes to apply for. 

If I recall correctly, McLeods were advised to withdraw their application, prepare a master plan for the site and 

consult on that. {Editor: Current planning status is “Awaiting Decision”} 

The current consultation is not about the specifics of McLeods use of the site. It is only about its allocation as a 

potential site for housing. That has been established in the planning system for more than 10 years, so it is very 

unlikely to change. 

Michael Reid 

 

My understanding of the proposed field is that it is needing to be drained before any building could start. The   

nature of water is to find it's own level again and to stop any rising of inherent table levels, so pumps for each 

house must be part of the problem made clear to any would-be purchaser. The success of Lochgair's social life 

has been a possible reason for any builder's hope of getting the downside of plans approved.    

Tom Glen 

 

From past experience these things need very careful scrutiny and comment as appropriate.   

Allan Redpath   

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR CONTD. 

ADVERTISEMENT 

ENTERPRISING  NOEMI FENYES’  
NEW PATISSERIE AT 15 LOCHNELL ST, 
LOCGILPHEAD 
Lochgair garden group member Noemi is opening her patisserie in 

Lochgilphead on Wednesday 18th December at 10 a.m. just in time 

for Christmas. She had a tasting session in her new shop this 

week.  She will be taking orders for Hungarian and Transylvanian 

savory pastries, mini rolls, cookies, sweet breads.  She uses    

natural products.  The only problem may be that you eat one     

pastry then have to eat another one! Worth a visit.  

Samples of her baking will be available at the New Year’s Day  

celebration in Lochgair hall (see page 10).   
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SATURDAY 8TH FEBRUARY—CURRY AND QUIZZ NIGHT IN LOCHGAIR HALL 

                      

 

                            

                    

                                  

Lochgair Lunch Club will restart after the New Year on    

FRIDAY 17th JANUARY in Lochgair Hall —  12.30 for 1.00 

o’clock.  Then on the 21ST of FEBRUARY, and the 20th of 

MARCH.  3 course meal with tea/coffee for bargain price of 

£5. Please confirm if you’re coming by phoning Jean Smith 

on 886 328.  

TEAMS OF 4 TO 6  

£5 ENTRY FEE (INCLUDES 

CURRY) 

QUIZZ MASTER ROSEMARY 

DARGIE 
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OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OTHER DATES TO PUT IN YOUR 2020 DIARY 

    

 

 

 

 

 

HEBRIDES TO THE HIMALAYAS 

AN LLUSTRATED TALK BY ROB WRATE  in LOCHGAIR HALL  

On FRIDAY 6TH MARCH AT 7.00 PM  

SATURDAY 11TH APRIL  - 
 LOCHGAIR BEACH CLEAN AND BBQ 
 
SATURDAY 2ND MAY 
AGM OF THE LOCHGAIR ASSOCIATION 
(SCIO) 


