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Issue 5 

Welcome to the Autumn  

Issue of The Lochgair  

Association Update, now 

extended to 6 pages be-

cause of the news items 

and stories you have sent 

in.  A big thanks to  

everyone who contributes 

and to you the readers. 

Please keep these articles 

coming in.   

 

ISSUE 6 - THE CHRISTMAS 

ISSUE - WILL COME OUT IN 

EARLY DECEMBER. 

REGISTRATION OF INTEREST IN THE CHURCH LAND 

The Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 sets out the right of communities to register 

an interest in land or other assets which may come up for sale in future.  

At the present time we have no information that the land belonging to the Church of 

Scotland - on which the church and the hall are built - is likely to be for sale in the 

near future.  By registering an interest with the Scottish Government there is no 

commitment on our community to proceed to buy either the land or the buildings on 

the site.    However by officially registering ‘A Community Interest’ in the land, if 

there was to be a decision in future by the Trustees of the Church of Scotland to 

sell the land, we would be given the option of purchase if this was felt to be in the 

best interests of our village. In order to register an interest we need to demon-

strate the level of support in the village and adjacent areas for this.  Support is 

determined by the proportion of eligible voters as evidenced by signatures to a 

petition of residents i.e. anyone who owns or rents a house in the area. 

Members of the Lochgair Association committee will be coming round the area in 

the next few weeks with petition forms. You can also complete an emailed version 

of the petition.  If you support the Principle of Registering an Interest in the church 

land we hope you will sign it.   

Many thanks to Douglas Murray for designing and building the bench; to Fred and 

Dave for clearing the path and doing the groundwork; and to West Loch Fyne Com-

munity Council for the micro-grant to pay for materials. 

THE NEW BENCH IS A GREAT SUCCESS 
Editorial 
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In August the Garden Group had a successful visit to Benmore Botanic garden with warm sunny weather in spite of a poor 

forecast. The entrance with its avenue of huge redwoods never fails to impress and we then meandered pleasantly round the 

pond and lowland area, wondering why their plants were bigger and better than ours!   All of us made it up the hill to the 

viewpoint and then zigzagged steeply down through the Chilean and Himalayan gardens where the plantaholics among us 

found much to interest them. It was a good walk in beautiful surroundings  and those of us who still had the energy tackled 

the very steep steps to the refurbished fernery to finish off with. Our thanks to our drivers Jan and Douglas for making the 
trip possible.  Less dramatic perhaps, but equally enjoyable, was a series of visits spread over three Saturdays to each oth-

ers' gardens. These are varied in size and style, but all looking lovely and with lots to interest us (why are the owners so 

modest!) We admired colourful borders and special plants and also scratched our heads over unknown plants and garden 

problems. We also appreciated those scones and cups of coffee that were produced to fuel us on our way.  

 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE GARDENING GROUP WILL BE ON SATURDAY 27TH OCTOBER IN JEAN MCCARTAN’S AT 10.30 

AM. ALL WELCOME. 

ARTS & CRAFTS GROUP  

VISIT COWAL OPEN STUDIOS 

Many thanks to Jan Williams who hosted the Arts and 

Crafts Group in her home over the summer months. 

So enthusiastic were members of the Arts and Crafts 

Group that they arrived at 11 o’clock to visit the first stu-

dio—that of Sarah Sumsion and two other talented artists 

who call themselves ‘Three at Cairndow’, not realizing that 

the opening time was 1 o’clock. However unperturbed, 

they retraced their steps to Strachur visiting Sarah Ross 

Thompson, a printmaker and a couple of other studios. 

They then returned to Cairndow in the afternoon to see a 

wonderful display of silk weaving and basket making. 

The group hopes they can invite Sarah Thompson some 

time to run a workshop on printing, to follow a session on 

paper making which they hope Maggie Murray will lead 

later this year. 

 

 

 

Garden Group Members enjoy visits to gardens — by Margaret Gray 
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 What a turn out we had! Not just nine intrepid path-

finders/walkers but between us a selection of lashers, 

lopers, and mattocks that were put to good use ! Many 

thanks for all those able to come, and for the apologies 

who couldn't that morning, for what was rather more than 

just a jaunt & a chat. We were lucky with the weather, but 

the company was good too, and the 'pink lady way' spur 

back down the hill was recognised and became the way 

down for more than half the group, and now easily followed 

with good viewpoints from it. The lower half of the 'pink 

lady way' was then cleared of all the clumps of rushes that 

had grown into it, just the upper half to do (without which 

only a trained eye would find its start by the stile).  

The continuation of the 'wibbly wobbly way' presented less 

of a challenge, until after continuing along the contour, a 

well-established culvert provides the only indication of the 

junction/left hand turn up the hill to the stile by the forest 

- so that's where more work will be needed. We then 

thought about choosing & marking a navigable long path 

through the forest/fire break up to a grass-submerged 

horizontal jeep track to Loch Glashan. 

The now visible paths made for pleasant walking on Satur-

day, and thanks once again to those who re-visited these 

or trod on some for the first time  

What is it and where is it?  If you know then email your 

answer to the Editor: rock.solid.res@gmail.com  giving 

your full name and address.  The first correct answer 

will win a prize, so start  looking! 

WALK THE PATHS. SAT. 15TH SEPT. 
BY ROBERT WRATE 

MANY THANKS TO MICHAEL REID for plotting the  route from 

Knock Steading along the shore via Kames back to Lochgair 

in the OS maps mobile app. This means that other users of 

the app should be able to find and follow this route.  

COMPETITION 
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UPDATE ON ASKNISH HOUSE BY VICTORIA & JAMES FRASER 

AFTER BEFORE 

The conserva-

tion strategy 

involves retain-

ing and repair-

ing the timbers 

where possi-

ble.  This in-

cludes the 

enormous 

queen post 

trusses which 

hold up the 

entire roof at 

either side and 

are almost 2 

foot square 

wide and span 

the full depth 

of the house 

(over 12 me-

ters). Rather 

terrifyingly 

these beams 

were rotten at 

both ends and 

were probably 

months away 

from collaps-

ing, which 

would have 

brought down 

the entire roof 

plus all the 

floors below 

them!  

Works have progressed apace over the spring and sum-

mer and the house is now largely weathertight. The roof 

is now fully re-slated and we were able to salvage 

enough of the original slates to use on the front of the 

house. The recent tropical Argyll weather has been a 

godsend while we replaced the roof and has allowed the 

house to start to dry out although the walls are still satu-

rated.   

The harling on the outside has been repaired with a tra-

ditional lime harling, and will be lime washed over the 

coming days. The new windows will be installed in the 

next few weeks and the scaffolding should come down 

in September.  

Meanwhile work has now started to replace the rotten 

structural timber internally. Sadly this is in a very poor 

condition as can be seen from this photo. It is quite 

frightening to think that lots of us, including other pro-

spective buyers of the property, have been walking 

around on the floors which were probably only being 

held up by the carpets!   

The house will still need to dry out further before we can 

begin to refit the interior, and so completion of the work 

isn’t likely until later next year or possibly the year after.  

Work has also progressed to renovate the grounds. We 

have mulched the rhododendrons along the burn and 

behind the house which has opened up views of the 

lovely old stone bridge and exposed the ruins of the old 

sawmill. Native trees such as birch, rowan, oak and alder 

are already starting to grow back which we will encour-

age.  
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Did you know that Lochgair bay once had lovely small ar-

eas of golden sandy beaches? From the village to the 

Asknish burn [known to me as the big river] every 100 

yards or so there were small beach areas where villagers 

and visitors had picnics and enjoyed the sun. These beach 

areas have now all but gone as millions of gallons of fresh 

water flood into the bay from Loch Glashan allowing the 

grassy high tide line to grow downwards into the sandy 

beaches. The last of these beach areas is at the Asknish 

end of the bay and stretches about 200 yards from the 

first of the tall sycamore trees to the Big river. This beach 

has survived because of the large boulders which help to 

protect it from the grass growing downwards from the 

field above.  The big river was indeed big and always had 

large volumes of water rushing down from Loch Glashan 

and I often guddled sea trout as it reached the shore and 

spread out over the sand. Prior to the hydro-electric 

scheme at Loch Glashan the river ran down through the 

hillside and before it reached the main road (A83) it 

rushed into a small properly constructed concrete dam 

with a sluice gate made from wooden slats. These slats 

could be raised or lowered depending on the height of the 

water. Beside the sluice gate was a large circular sieve 

about 10 feet in circumference which strained the water 

of branches and other debris. The water then rushed 

down to a small concrete building about 200 yards below 

the road where it went through a generator which made 

electricity for Asknish big house and the home farm. In 

these days I had a dog called Uiseag (pronounced Ooshag, 

gaelic for a skylark) and the sieve was a great place to 

stand before jumping into the dam for a swim. Uiseag 

loved to swim and the water was always warm. The dam 

was full of lovely small brown trout and was also the home 

of a family of otters that we regularly saw splashing about 

at the river entrance. They have long since disappeared, 

possibly because when Asknish and the farm went on to 

the national grid the dam became a muddy mess as of 

course the Loch Glashan scheme withheld most of the 

water in the river. Sadly, the big river is no longer a big 

river. 

 

The Big River by Fraser Bell 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Local History  

Exhibition 

SATURDAY 24TH - TUESDAY 27TH  NOVEMBER  

FROM 2– 5 P.M.  in THE  VILLAGE HALL 

Come and find out more about  

 ‘Discovering Asknish’ - more exciting finds! 

 ‘Fishers of Men’— Building a Church 

 ‘Early Scots’ — Loch Glashan finds 

The Lunch Club restarts on Friday 19th October 

at 1 p.m. in Lochgair Hall. To book a place phone 

Jan on 886288 or Margaret on 886341.  

The following lunch clubs are on: 

16th of November; 18th January; 15th February; 

and 15th March. 

 

The Christmas Buffet is in Lochgair Hall on Sat-

urday 15th December starting at 6.30 p.m. Cost 

£10 (Bring your own wine.) 

Lochgair Arts & Crafts Group 

From 1—4 p.m. in the Village Hall 

 October 12th and 26th 

 November 9th and 23rd 

 December 7th 
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Barabel McKay has been elected 

Chair of the Mid Argyll Health and 

Care Forum (HCF) for a period of 

three years.  The HCF significantly 

contribute to and influence the 

work of the Health and Social Care 

Partnership by representing the 

views of the general public who use 

health and social care services. 

At the end of August Tom and his wife Violet received an acknowledgement 

by Her Majesty the Queen for their voluntary work in setting up and running 

the Adventure Sailing Trust - now in it's forty-fourth year. It started in 1974 

providing training to young people in life skills aboard the 53 foot schooner 

‘Raf’, and from 1978 (when funding was withdrawn) to 1997 (when the boat 

was sold) did so on a totally voluntary basis thanks to the devotion of Tom 

and his wife .  The Trust continues its charitable cause in the format of a 

Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation, thanks to thanks to the gen-

erous support of a group of private Charitable Trusts. 

Tom is offering to show a film based on the work of the Trust and the book ‘Laugh 

with Raf’ describing “Glesca Kids at Sea” . The book makes a good bedtime read.  

If anyone is interested in finding out more about Raf and what the young folk from 

Glasgow got out of the experience he has copies of the book to sell in aid of the 

Trust. 

Shona Keith excelled at the Mull Mod this year.  She won the Own Choice 

competition which was the largest solo competition that day for adults. She 

also won The Annabel Carothers Cup for that plus The Catherine G Fletcher 

Memorial Trophy for the most expressive performance in that competition. 

We hope that Shona will be able to sing for us, along with musical delights 

from other local musicians, at the ‘Bothy Night’ which we plan to organise 

some time in February (date still to be confirmed).   

CONGRATULATIONS ! ! ! 


